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moment of anger. The birthday of the Count of Bran-
denburg was likewise a circumstance which the Rietz
party made subservient to their interest. His Majesty
sent for the mother to dinner, and peace was the restorer
of serenity.

The master of the horse, who was said to have lost
his credit, appears to have risen from the dead. Exclu-
sive of his yellow ribbon, which he hung over his shoul-
ders on the last Court day, and which excited bursts of
laughter from everybody, even from the Ministers, he re-
quested his nephew might be created a count, and was
answered with a (<So be it.* The creating of a count
is but a trifling evil, especially when so many have been
created; but never to possess a will of one's own is a
serious reflection.

Would you wish for a picture of the sinews of Govern-
ment, and active facilities of the Governors? Take the
following feature:

Various remonstrances had been made to the King
finally to regulate the state of expenditure, and the
salaries of his officers. He replied that he intended to
keep a Court; and that, in order to regulate his expenses,
he first desired to know the permanent state of his
revenues, according as they should be collected and as-
certained by his new financiers. After reflecting on
various phrases, in all of which was repeated the word
ASCERTAINED, the Ministers, under whose charge the excise
and the daily expenditure were, began to have their ap-
prehensions. Hence followed a multitude of trifling
taxes, ridiculous, hateful, and unproductive, which sprang
up in a single night. Oysters, cards, and an increase on
the postage of letters, on stamps, on wines, eight groschen
per ell on taffetas, thirty-three per cent on furs.
They even went so far as to suppress the franchises of
the Princes of the household. Not one of these new
imposts but was most gratuitously odious; for they
retard what they are meant to effect, and are produc-
tive of nothing but a demonstration of the heavy stupid-
ity of those who neither can procure money nor satisfy
the public.ithout the least
